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Getting to Know the Teachers of Spring Hill High School 

 

          
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Coach Zack Taylor 

Photo by Ariana Villagomez 

Interview by Justin Lecher 

Mrs. Cathy Johnson 

Photo by Ariana Villagomez 

Interview by Ariana Villagomez 

Q: What’s your current position, and how long have you been in this 

position? 

A: Head baseball and assistant football coach for 1 year 

 

Q: What is your first memory from school? 
A: Summer workouts and watching state finals in baseball 

 

Q: What would you say motivates you to do what you do? 

A:  I want to impact and change young men and women. 

 
Q: What are you most excited or passionate about? 

A: Teaching the game to young men. I am passionate about coaching 

and teaching. 

 

Q: What goals do you most want to accomplish in your work? 
A: I want to produce good future men. 

 

Q: Where did you go to college? 

A:  Universal of Central Arkansas 

 
Q: Did you have any key mentors or people who deeply influenced who 

you are? 

A: The head football coach and head baseball coach in DeQueen 

 

Q: Do you view your contributions as successful? 
A: Yes 

 

Q: Do any metaphors come to mind to describe the kind of work you 

do? 

A: Molding kids into young men and women 
 

Q: What would your students be surprised to find out about you? 

A: I received an all-state football award 

 
Q: What makes a “good day” at school? 

A: Kids working hard and everything going smoothly 

 

Q: What accomplishment fills you with pride? 

A: Good team GPAs, respect for the game, and positive results 
 

Q: What inspires you? 

A: My wife and family 

 

Q: How does technology make teaching more simple or difficult? 
A: Sometimes it’s simple; sometimes it makes it difficult 

 

Q: If you could pass on any wisdom to your students, what would you 

share? 

A: Knowledge and work ethic are something nobody can take from you. 
 

Q: What’s a school sport or activity you enjoy watching? 

A: All of them 

 

Q: What would your last meal be? 
A: Rare steak, baked potato, green beans, and fried okra 

 

Q: If you won lottery and decided to give up teaching, what would you 

do instead? 

A: Farming 
Continued on page 2 

 

 

 

 Q: What’s your current position, and how long have you been in this 
position? 

A:  I currently teach 7th grade math, Algebra I, and Geometry. 

  

Q: What is your first memory from school? 

A:  When I started school, I was very shy. One day I needed to throw up, 
but I didn't know where the bathroom was. I was so embarrassed. 

  

Q: What would you say motivates you to do what you do? 

A:  I want to encourage students to see the value and necessity of 

mathematics, while increasing their ability to problem solve on their own. 
  

Q: What are you most excited or passionate about? 

A: Helping people grow as individuals and human beings. To learn to 

dream and expand their horizons. Too often, because of reasons beyond 

their control, students fall through the cracks of the educational system. I 
want to identify and aid these students to reach their full potential. 

  

Q: What goals do you most want to accomplish in your work? 

A: I want to remove fear from the most universally disliked educational 

subject, mathematics. Once fear is removed, learning and using 
mathematics becomes an expanding universe of concepts and ideas, tools 

to reach beyond the stars. 

  

Q: Where did you go to college? 

A: I began at Southern Arkansas University. I attended University of 
Central Florida. I also attended Wayland Baptist University. I worked 

through Stephen F. Austin University for my student teaching. I 

graduated from Texas A&M University - Texarkana. 

  

Q: Did you have any key mentors or people who deeply influenced who 
you are? 

A: Mrs. Fern Tarpley, former English teacher at Spring Hill and Ricky 

Smith, former math teacher at Spring Hill. 

  
Q: Is there a quote or saying that you live your life by? 

A: "It is Christmas every time you let God love others through you." ~ 

Mother Teresa 

  

Q: Do you view your contributions as successful? 
A: Absolutely! 

  

Q: Do any metaphors come to mind to describe the kind of work you do? 

A: Teaching is like the Muppets because there will always be some things 

you just can't explain. 
  

Q: What would your students be surprised to find out about you? 

A: That I played and love basketball. 

  

Q: What makes a “good day” at school? 
A: All fun and no fire. 

 

Q: What accomplishment fills you with pride? 

A: I have mentored hundreds of young men and women who have gone 

on to accomplish incredible achievements, in their families, communities, 
and in our nation. Seeing students grow from frightened and unfocused 

into confident and accomplished citizens is a tremendous blessing. 

 

Continued on page 2 

 

 



 

  
         

       

      
 

Q: If you could take your students on a field trip to anywhere in the world, where 

would you take them? 

A: Alcatraz 
 

Q: If you were to be given a superlative when you were in school, what would it 

have been? 

A: Most likely to die before 60 

 
Q: How do you hope students will remember you and your class? 

A: I hope they remember me as hard working, positive, and a true role model 

 

Q: What would your perfect party be? 

A: A small gathering around a bonfire that includes barbeque and socializing 
 

Q: What song do you know all the lyrics to? 

A: Colder Weather by the Zac Brown Band 

 

Q: Is there a quote or saying that you live your life by? 
A: It’s not whether you get knocked down; it’s whether you get back up 

 

 

Q: What inspires you? 

A: People who overcome great obstacles to achieve their goals. If you have never 

fought a great battle against a terrible foe and achieved victory, then you have 

missed one of the monumental moments of life. 
 

Q: How does technology make teaching more simple or difficult? 

A: Technology is a vital tool in the modern learning environment, especially for 

the visual learner. 

  
Q: If you could pass on any wisdom to your students, what would you share? 

A: Work hard, have a good time, and give your all! 

  

Q: What’s a school sport or activity you enjoy watching? 

A: Basketball 
  

What would your last meal be? 

A: Fried chicken, mashed potatoes and gravy, corn on the cob, hot biscuits and 

ice cream. 

  
Q: If you won the lottery and decided to give up teaching, what would you do 

instead? 

A: Travel to see the vast unrecognized beauty of the USA. The forgotten and 

often unknown places where nature expresses herself in a more beautiful and 

amazing vista than ever thought. 
  

Q: If you could take your students on a field trip to anywhere in the world, where 

would you take them? 

A: To the great museums and libraries of the world, which hold among 

themselves the stories, records and art of the great achievements of mankind. 
  

Q: If you were to be given a superlative when you were in school, what would it 

have been? 

A: I was very encouraging to my teammates, classmates and others. I also gave 
maximum effort and never gave up. 

  

Q: How do you hope students will remember you and your class? 

A: I want them to know I love them as the different people they are and someday 

hope they will see and experience the wonder of the world of mathematics. 
  

Q: In which Hogwarts house would you be sorted? 

A: Ravenclaw 

  

Q: What is your spirit animal? 
A: Snow Goose 

  

Q: What song do you know all the lyrics to? 

A:  Frosty the Snowman 

 
 

Chance Anderson, Colin Purifoy, Randen Gray, and Colin Brown 

enjoy the FFA lunch. 

Photo by Sierra Britton 

Local Business Brings Lunch for 

Spring Hill FFA 
Article by: Garren Woodell 

 

The Hempstead County Farm Bureau and the Farm 

Bureau Women's Committee sponsored a meal for 

FFA members during national FFA week. 

Save the Date! 
For all Kindergarten students that will be attending 

school in August of 2019 please make sure to save 

this date (March 27-29) and have the required items: 

 Birth Certificate 

 Social Security Card 

 2 proofs of residency 

 Shot Records 

K Physical (if they have just recently turned 5) 

On these days, you can come by anytime between 

8:00-2:30 to pick up a packet and a testing date. The 

testing dates for Kindergarten students are on May 

21-23. 

 

 

Spring Hill Elementary Students graduate 

from DARE program 
Article by Julia Mendez (modified from school Facebook page) 

A

 

SH Elementary students at the DARE graduation. 

Photo pulled from school Facebook page 

Spring Hill Elementary held a graduation 
ceremony for their students to honor their 
completion of the DARE program. DARE (or Drug 
Abuse Resistance Education) is a program 
designed to teach students about the dangers of 
drug use and abuse. 



 

 

  

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

 

Sports 

The Spring Hill bass fishing team 

participated in the Trader Bill’s Lake 

Greeson junior and high school fishing 

tournament on February 16, 2019. Several of 

the team’s members placed in the 

tournament. In the junior division, Reed 

Rothwell and Corbin Overton placed 2nd, 

Raney Foster and Ryan Whatley placed 4th, 

and Blake Townsend placed 6th. In the high 

school division, Hays Martin and Drake Kidd 

placed 6th. 
 

SHHS Bass Fishing Team Does Well in Tournament 
Article by Michael Poole (modified from school Facebook page) 

Hays Martin and Drake Kidd at fishing tournament 

Photo pulled from Facebook page 

Spring Hill FCCLA Headed to National Competition 
Article by Muhammad Athallah (modified from school Facebook page.)  

The Spring Hill High School FCCLA competed in 
the State Star Events in Conway, AR on February 
21, 2019. The 7 competing members did well, 
with 5 of them winning medals in the 
competition. Riley Elledge and Isabella Lewallen 
won a silver medal in Life Event Planning. Aariyah 
Brooks and Brooke Tullis also won silver in 
Promote and Publicize FCCLA. Camryn Dickson, 
Mazie Bright, and Averi Powell won a bronze 
medal in Chapter in Review. Aariyah Brooks, 
Brooke Tullis, Camryn Dickson, Mazie Bright, and 
Averi Powell will all move on to compete in the 
National FCCLA competition in Anaheim, CA this 
summer. Back row (L-R): Kaylee Kidd, Camryn Dickson, Mazie Bright, Aariyah 

Brooks, Mikhayla McNiel, Mrs. Van Norman 

Front row (L-R): Averi Powell, Riley Elledge, Isabella Lewallen, Brooke 

Tullis 

Photo pulled from Facebook page 

SHHS Baseball Team Captures a Win in Season Opener 
Article by: Dawson Calhoun 

 

The Spring Hill Bears baseball team started the year off with a home game against 

the Fouke Panthers on Monday, February 25, 2019. The Bears only allowed 1 run to 

come in during the first inning. The second inning saw no points added to the board for 

either team, but the Bears took the lead in the third inning with 4 runs to the Panthers 1 

run. The fourth inning the Bears and Panthers didn't put up any runs, but the fifth inning 

saw the Panthers bring in 5 runs with 1 run for the Bears. This put the score at 7-5 for the 

Panthers going into the 6th inning. The Panthers added no runs to their lead in the sixth 

inning. The Bears come out ready to bat in the bottom of the 6th. Wesley Featherston hit 

a Grand Slam to take the lead back from the Panthers to bring the score to 10-7. The 

Panthers tried to add more runs, but the Bears stayed strong to beat the Panthers 10-7 in 

the home opener. 
 



 

 

        

 

 
                                      

 
     

        

Spring Hill Lady Bears Play Hard in 

the 8-2A Regional Tournament 
Article by Dawson Calhoun 

The Spring Hill Lady Bears started out regionals in 

Junction City playing the Acorn Tigers in the first round. 

The Bears started out in the first quarter on a hot streak by 

taking a 10-point lead at the end of 1. The start of the second 

they stayed hot, but the Acorn Tigers started to fire back to 

be down by 7 at halftime with a score of 32-25. At the start 

of the second half, the Bears couldn’t capitalize on any of 

their shots, and the Acorn Tigers made a little run to get 

back into the game. The Bears found themselves up by only 

3 with a score of 44-41. During the fourth quarter, the Bears 

fought back and finished strong to beat the Acorn Tigers a 

score of 62-54. Katie Rivera led scoring with 19 points, 

Kaylee Brooks with 17 points, and Brooklyn Reed with 8 

points. 

The Spring Hill Lady Bears advanced to the second 

round to play the Murfreesboro Lady Rattlers. In the first 

quarter, the Bears started off slow to lead the Rattlers by 1 

with a score of 13-12. The bears had a strong second 

quarter, but the Rattlers fought hard to lead at halftime with 

a score of 31-28. The Bears started the second half strong 

and took a 4-point lead from the Rattlers going into the 

fourth quarter with a score of 42-38. The Bears started and 

finished the fourth quarter strong to blast past the Rattlers to 

advance to the finals with a score of 63-60. Katie Rivera led 

scoring with 26 points, Marta Gomez with 11 points, and 

Brooklyn Reed right behind her with 9 points. 

The Spring Hill Lady Bears advanced to the finals 

to play the Junction City Lady Dragons. The game started 

out slow in the first quarter with both teams struggling to get 

a basket to fall. At the end of the first quarter, the Bears 

were down by two with a score of 6-8. The Bears struggled 

in the second quarter, and the Dragons capitalized to lead at 

the half with a score of 17-24. Coming out of halftime, the 

Bears found a way to get it done and put up 22 points in the 

third quarter to take the lead from the Dragons for a score of 

39-36. The fourth quarter, the Bears struggled again to get 

anything to fall, and the Dragons fought their way back in 

the lead. The Bears fought hard to get back into the game, 

but fell short to the Lady Dragons with a final score of 52-

58. Katie Rivera led scoring with 23 points, Marta Gomez 

powering in 11 points, and Brooklyn Reed right behind her 

with 8 points. 

The Spring Hill Lady Bears punched their ticket to 

the State Tournament to play the Poyen Indians in Carlisle, 

AR on February 27, 2019. 

 

 

Katie Rivera, Brooklyn Reed, and Darcie Chambless play hard in the 

state tournament while Coach Roy Whatley looks on. Photo pulled from 

school Facebook page. 

Brooklyn Reed sets up for a free throw at the state tournament 
with Lexie Chambless and Marta Gomez ready to rebound. 

Photo pulled from school Facebook page. 

Lady Bears Make Their Presence Known at 

State Tournament 
Article by Dawson Calhoun 

The Spring Hill Lady Bears started out the state 

tournament playing the Poyen Indians in the first round. The 

Bears started the first quarter by taking an early lead, but the 

Indians found a way to stay in the game. The two teams were 

tied at the end of the first quarter with a score of 10-10. During 

the second quarter, the Bears stayed on fire to put up 12 points. 

The Bears took a 2-point lead going into halftime for a score of 

22-20. Coming out of halftime, the Bears struggled to get any 

baskets to fall. The Bears only put up 8 points in the 3rd 

quarter, while the Indians put up only 7 points for a third 

quarter score of 30-27. The Bears found a way to capitalize 

during the fourth quarter to add 14 points to score, as the 

Indians fought hard to put up 13 points. The Bears beat the 

Indians in the end with a final score of 44-40. Katie Rivera lead 

scoring with 22 points, Brooklyn Reed with 6 points, and 

Marta Gomez with 4 points. 

The Lady Bears advanced to the second round in the 

State Tournament to play the Melbourne Bearkatz. The Bears 

started the game out slow, and the Bearkatz capitalized to take 

an 8-point lead over the Bears for a first quarter score of 16-8. 

The Bears continued to struggle during the second quarter, and 

the Bearkatz stayed on fire to make most of their baskets. The 

Bears found themselves down by 17 with a score of 15-32 

going into halftime. The third and fourth quarters saw the 

Bears fall further behind the Bearkatz, and the Bears fell to the 

Bearkatz with a final score of 70-44. Katie Rivera led scoring 

with 21 points, Marta Gomez with 8 points, and Kaylee Brooks 

with 4 points.  

The Spring Hill Lady Bears finish the season 23-7-1 

and 14-2 in conference. The Bears look forward to the 

offseason in order to get ready for next year. 

 

 

SHHS Baseball Team Take Part in 

Tournament 
Article by: Trenten Searcy 

 

The Spring Hill Bears baseball team played in 

a tournament at DeQueen, AR on March 7-8, 2019. 

On Thursday, March 7, the Bears played the DeQueen 

Leopards. The Bears played hard and shut down the 

leopards to win with a final score of 9-0. On Friday, 

March 8, the Bears played the Arkansas High 

Razorbacks. This was a much closer game, but the 

Bears fought their way to another win with a final 

score of 9-7. A major moment in the tournament took 

place during the game against the Razorbacks. During 

the first inning, on his first at-bat of the game, and 

with Rusty Orr on first, Wesley Featherston hit his 

second home run of the season. Could we be seeing 

the beginning of a streak? 

 



 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
   
 

Friends from Faraway Lands 

Neuschwanstein Castle in Germany 

 Germany is located in Central Europe next to 

Belgium and Poland. The population of Germany is 

81 million people. The traditional clothing are 

lederhosen, which are leather trousers that are usually 

knee-length, and dirndl, a ruffled apron dress 

consisting of a bodice, or blouse, and a shirt. 65% of 

highways in Germany are autobahns, meaning they 

have no speed limits. There are over 2100 castles 

around Germany. It was the first country in the world 

to adopt Daylight Savings Time in the midst of World 

War I. There are thirty-five different dialects of the 

German language. 

 

Germany 

Every edition, we will feature 2 of the countries that the foreign exchange students at Spring Hill High 
School are from. This edition, we are taking a look at Germany and China. 

Luca Marie Baumeister 

 
Q: What are your favorite things about Germany? 

A: Germany gas a diverse landscape. It has mountains, 

lakes, the ocean, and a lot of history. That’s what my 

favorite thing about Germany is.  

 

Q: What would you like to tell others about Germany? 

A: I would like to tell them that Germans are not just 

drinking beer, and we don’t support things that happened in 

history. I would say that Germany learned from it. 

  

Q: Why did you want to study in the US? 

A: I wanted to experience how it is to live and study in a 

different country, and I wanted to improve my English. 

  

Q: What has been the biggest culture shock/difference that 

you have had to get used to? 

A: I think a lot of the little things are different, but the 

biggest differences are the food and mentality of the people.  

  

Q: What has been your favorite part about being over here? 

A: My favorite part is the “high school life.” I thought it was 

never going to be like in the movies. The basketball season 

was amazing.  

  

Q: How are the school systems here and in Germany the 

same/different? 

A: I think the biggest difference is that here you do 

everything with or in school. Every sport, every trip. In 

Germany, you go to school just to learn and study, and you 

play sports in your spare time.  

  

Q: What do you do in your spare time, both here and in 

Germany? 

A: In Germany, I play basketball, go horseback riding, go 

running, and meet friends. Here, most of the time, I am gone 

for basketball or softball. The rest of the time, I enjoy family 

time or meeting friends. 

  

Q: What do you want to do after you finish school? 

A: I want to become an Elementary school teacher or a 

physical therapist.  

   

Q: What will you tell your family about your experiences in 

the US when you return home? 

A: I will tell them how polite and nice people here are, and 

that it was really different but, by far, the most instructive 

and best year in my life. 

 

 

 
 

 

Luca Baumeister 

Photo by Sierra Britton 

Interview/Article by Sierra Britton 

The flag of Germany 



 

 
 
 

       
           
 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The People’s Republic of China 

China (officially known as the People’s 

Republic of China) is a large country in East Asia and 

has one of the oldest cultures in the world. It has a 

population of around 1.4 billion people. China has a 

diverse landscape with everything from the Gobi 

Desert in the north to subtropical forests in the south. 

China is a leader in scientific research and has one of 

the world’s most active space programs. There are 

approximately 292 living languages in China, but 

Mandarin is the official language of the country. The 

staples of the Chinese diet are rice and noodles, and 

pork is the most popular meat. China’s culture today 

is a beautiful mix of old traditions and new advances. 

 

 

Lyu Yaning 

 

Q: What are your favorite things about China? 

A: Chinese food and peaceful society. 

 

Q: What would you like to tell others about China? 

A: The history of china.  

  

Q: Why did you want to study in the US? 

A: I want to spread our culture and learn more about 

the American culture.  

  

Q: What has been the biggest culture shock/difference 

that you have had to get used to? 

A: The language.  

  

Q: What has been your favorite part about being over 

here? 

A: School and the after-school activities.  

  

Q: How are the school systems here and in China the 

same/different? 

A: We do a lot by ourselves in the USA but not in 

China.  

  

Q: What do you do in your spare time, both here and 

in China? 

A: Play sports and study  

  

Q: What do you want to do after you finish school?  

A: Hang out with friends and become an actor.  

   

Q: What will you tell your family about your 

experiences in the US when you return home? 

A: It was perfect and full of magic.  

 

 

 

The Great Wall of China 

Lyu Yaning “Potter” 

Photo by Ariana Villagomez 

Interview/Article by Dawson Calhoun 

The flag of China 



 

Announcements 
03/11/2019 

03/11-15/2019 

03/15/2019 

 

03/18-22/2019 

03/31-04/02/2019 

04/09-12/2019 

04/16-18/2019 

04/19/2019 

04/23/2019 

05/05/2019 

05/06/2019 

05/10/2019 

05/13/2019 

05/15/2019 

05/16/2019 

05/27/2019 

05/29/2019 

06/08/2019 

07/13/2019 

Cheer Tryout meeting @ 3:15 

Book Fair @ high school library 

Cheer Tryouts 

End of 3rd quarter 

Spring Break 

FBLA State Conference 

ACT Aspire Testing @ high school 

ACT Aspire Testing @ elementary 

Good Friday (No School) 

LifeShare Blood Drive 

Baccalaureate 

AP Environmental Science Exam 

AP US History Exam 

Graduation 

AP English Language & Composition Exam 

AP World History Exam 

Memorial Day (No School) 

Last Day of School (End of 4th quarter) 

ACT Exam 

ACT Exam 

 

Students: Don’t forget to turn in your class dues!! 

 

 


