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Getting to Know the Teachers of Spring Hill High School 

 

          
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Mrs. Leah Bailey 

Photo by Sierra Britton 

Interview by Ramsey Brown 

Mrs. Karen Ply 

Photo by Sierra Britton 

Interview by Muhammad Athallah 

Q: What’s your current position, and how long have you been in this 

position? 

A: I have taught 7th-12th grade English and French for 30 years.  

 

Q: What is your first memory from school? 
A: I remember being in Mrs. Shepherd’s 2nd grade class, and they 

announced over the intercom that President John F. Kennedy was 

assassinated.  

 

Q: What would you say motivates you to do what you do? 
A: Harassing teenagers, discovering new and exciting ways to teach, 

and teaching kids life preparation and communication skills.  

 

Q: What are you most excited or passionate about? 

A: I have two! I love to see improvement in student’s writing and 
helping students create a passion for literature. Second, I love to send 

students to Europe to see the world. 

 

Q: What goals do you most want to accomplish in your work? 

A: I want to help foster students’ problem-solving skills and create 
productive citizens.  

 

Q: Where did you go to college?  

A: I went to Southern Arkansas University.  

 
Q: Did you have any key mentors or people who deeply influenced who 

you are? 

A: Dr. Elizabeth Davis, my English professor at SAU.  

 

Q: Is there a quote or saying that you live your life by? 
A: I live by Eleanor Roosevelt’s quote, “Large minds discuss ideas. 

Medium minds discuss events. Small minds discuss people.”  

 

Q: Do you view your contributions as successful? 
A: I sure hope so!  

 

Q: Do any metaphors come to mind to describe the kind of work you 

do? 

A: Teaching is like trying to herd cats.  
 

Q: What would your students be surprised to find out about you? 

A: I am not quite the laid back, old bitty English teacher.  

 

Q: What makes a “good day” at school? 
A: A day full of fun and harassment!  

 

Q: What accomplishment fills you with pride? 

A: My daughter becoming a wonderful adult. I like to say I had a hand 

in that.  
 

Q: What inspires you? 

A: I am always attempting to learn new and exciting ways to get people 

to love English.  

 
Q: How does technology make teaching more simple or difficult? 

A: Technology is only a tool.  

 

Q: What’s a school sport or activity you enjoy watching? 
A: I’ve never been a fan of watching sports. I enjoy playing them. I do 
enjoy a good play.  

Continued on page 2 

 

 

 

 Q: What’s your current position, and how long have you been in this 
position? 

A: I currently teach business education and computer science. I have been 

doing this for three years. I am also currently the Sr. FBLA advisor. 

 

Q: What is your first memory from school? 
A: My first-grade teacher was always barefoot. 

 

Q: What would you say motivates you to do what you do? 

A: I want my students to gain the soft skills needed to become financially 

educated so they will be productive citizens after graduation. 
 

Q: What are you most excited or passionate about? 

A: I am passionate about educating my students on business concepts 

needed to be financially stable. 

 
Q: What goals do you most want to accomplish in your work? 

A: My goal is to educate my students about proper business concepts and 

procedures needed now, as well as in adulthood. 

 

Q: Where did you go to college? 
A: I went to the University of Arkansas at Monticello. 

 

Q: Did you have any key mentors or people who deeply influenced who 

you are? 

A: My grandmother has always been the biggest influence in my life.  
 

Q: Do you view your contributions as successful? 

A: I feel my contributions are successful. I feel like my students know I 

am passionate about business, which makes them eager to learn more 

from my experiences. 
 

Q: Do any metaphors come to mind to describe the kind of work you do? 

A: “Give a man a fish and you feed him for a day; teach a man to fish and 

you feed him for a lifetime.” 
 

Q: What would your students be surprised to find out about you? 

A: I’ve always had a passion for motorcycles. My son rides dirt bikes and 

competes nationally which makes me a “Moto Mom”.  

 
Q: What makes a “good day” at school? 

A: When my students are engaged in class and they have those “light 

bulb” moments. 

 

Q: What accomplishment fills you with pride? 
A: When my students can apply the things they learn in my class in the 

real world. 

 

Q: What inspires you? 

A: My children; because when I achieve my goals, I am teaching them 
that they can reach their own goals too. 

 

Q: How does technology make teaching more simple or difficult? 

A: For a business teacher, technology is wonderful because we have the 

whole world at our fingertips, but it can also be a major distraction 
because of social media, gaming and streaming. 

 

Q: What’s a school sport or activity you enjoy watching? 
A: Basketball. 

Continued on page 2 

 

 



 

     

    
 

  

Q: What would your last meal be? 

A: My Mamaw’s chicken and dressing.  

 

Q: If you won the lottery and decided to give up teaching, what would you do 
instead? 

A: I would buy a big, huge house, and I would make it available for any young 

person to live in and have a nice hot meal, shower, and a clean bed. I want to 

give them a safe home when they do not feel safe at their home.  

 
Q: If you could take your students on a field trip to anywhere in the world, where 

would you take them? 

A: Europe, of course! 

 

Q: If you were to be given a superlative when you were in school, what would it 
have been? 

A: I don’t know, but I was a darn good at English and Tennis.  

 

Q: How do you hope students will remember you and your class? 

A: I want them to have fond memories of someone who cared and wanted them 
to succeed. 

 

Q: In which Hogwarts house would you be sorted? 

A: Gryffindor 

 
Q: What is your spirit animal? 

A: Siamese Cat 

 

Q: What song do you know all the lyrics to? 

A: “Your Sons” by Elton John 

 
 

 

Q: If you could pass on any wisdom to your students, what would you share? 

A: Use the knowledge and life experiences of your teachers to gain a better 

understanding of what lies ahead after your graduation. 

 
Q: What would your last meal be? 

A: Cheesecake! Lots of it! 

 

Q: If you won lottery and decided to give up teaching, what would you do 

instead? 
A: Buy a sailboat and sail the ocean with my family. 

 

Q: If you could take your students on a field trip to anywhere in the world, where 

would you take them? 

A: I would like to take my students to Dubai, United Arab Emirates, to study 
their economic system and learn how the city became one of the richest in the 

world. 

 

Q: If you were to be given a superlative when you were in school, what would it 

have been? 
A: “Class Clown” 

 

Q: How do you hope students will remember you and your class? 

A: I hope my students remember my classes as preparation for adulthood and 

also me for being interactive, fun and compassionate.  
 

Q: In which Hogwarts house would you be sorted? 

A: Gryffindor. 

 

Q: What are your must-have smartphone apps? 
A: Notes, Reminder, Weather, RetailMeNot, Facebook, Instagram and Email 

 

Q: What is your spirit animal? 

A: My spirit animal would be a polar bear; because they are loving, patient and 
affectionate but can become aggressive when provoked. 

 

Q: Is there a quote or saying that you live your life by? 

A: “Smile Now, Cry Later.” I have always referred to this when times get hard. It 

reminds me to stay positive and reach my goals before I begin to worry too 
much.  

 
 

FBLA goes to District Competition 
Articles by Ariana Villagomez, Ramsey Brown, and Muhammad Athallah 

Sr. High FBLA members at District competition 
Photo provided by Mrs. Ply 

On February 7th, 2019, the Junior High 

Future Business Leaders of America (FBLA) 

competed at the District IV Spring Conference at 

Hempstead Hall in Hope, AR. Nine students 

competed, and several placed or won other honors. 

Laney McNiel competed in Elevator Speech, and 

Ryleigh Kretz competed in Public Speaking. Both 

will move on to the State competition in Little Rock, 

AR in April. Charlie Ford was awarded Mr. JR. 

High FBLA. Madison Vent will be representing 

Spring Hill next year as FBLA District IV Vice 

President.  

 

Sr. High FBLA competed at the District IV 

Spring Conference at Hempstead Hall in Hope, AR on 

February 6th, 2019. Teams and individuals competed 

in events involving fields such as graphic design, 

networking, and management. Several students placed 

in their competitions and will go to the State 

competition, which will be held in Little Rock, AR in 

April. Paige Runion and Jessie Vickers won 1st place 

in Graphic Design. Mitchell Massanelli won 1st place 

in Networking Concepts. Rusty Orr, Johnatan Zacarias, 

and Bryce Blackwell won 2nd place in Sports and 

Entertainment Management. Lilly Zaragoza won 6th 

place in Introduction to FBLA. 

 

Jr. High FBLA members at District competition 

Photo provided by Mrs. Ply 

Kindness Memorial Event Held in 

School Cafeteria 
Article by Michael Poole 

Spring Hill School hosted the Heart of Gold Kindness 

Memorial Event on Tuesday, February 12, 2019 in the 
cafeteria. There was a record attendance to the event as 

numerous student entertainment acts performed for the 
crowd. Chicken spaghetti, salad, and cookies were 

served, and several raffle drawings for various donated 

items took place as part of the fundraiser, as well. 

Student entertainment acts included poetry readings, 

musical instrument performances, and singing. The 

closing speaker for the event was Mrs. Debbie 

Howard, who spoke on behalf of the Howard family. 

 

She graciously thanked all those attending for their generous 

donations toward the Brooke Howard scholarship and 

encouraged people to consciously do random acts of 

kindness. As she stated, one never knows the impact on 

others just by an act of kindness. The Kindness Memorial 

event was a grand success, and the crowd thoroughly 

enjoyed the wonderful student performances, as well as the 

great tasting meals. 

 
 



 

 

 

  
 

 

 

 

         
 

 

 
 

       

Spring Hill High School students competed in 

two FFA related competitions recently. On January 31 

and March 1, 2019, Keely Plyler and Cooper Plyler 

competed in the Fort Worth Stock Show with their 

Charolais heifers. Keely placed 5th in her class, and 

Cooper placed 7th. Keely also sold embryos in the 

Charolais heifer sale. 
On February 3, 2019, Ty Clark and Cole Watson 

competed in the Bodcaw Sub-area Leadership Contest at 

Southern Arkansas University in Magnolia, AR. Both 

competed in the discussion competition, with Ty placing 

1st and Cole placing 2nd. Cole also competed in the 

extemporaneous competition, where he placed 1st. Ty and 

Cole will move on to the district contest in mid-April. 

 

Spring Hill FFA Students Go to Competitions 
Article by Da’Viunta Purifoy & Garren Woodell 

Ty Clark and Cole Watson recently competed in FFA competition. 

Photo by Sierra Britton 

Students Compete in Mr. SHS Pageant 
Article by Julia Mendez 

 
On February 14, 2019, Spring Hill 

High School hosted the Mr. SHS Pageant. 

There were 16 contestants this year, all 

looking lovely in their evening gowns. There 

were events such as “Big Question,” a posing 

battle, and a dance off to decide which 

contestant was the best. It was a tight 

competition, but three standout contestants 

were honored in the end. The overall winner 

was Juan “Arnetta” Navarro. 1st Runner up 

was Bryan “Svetlana” Castro, and People's 

choice went to Camaron “Carmen” Banno. 

The pageant was very eventful and exciting. 
Mr. SHS Winners: Juan Navarro, Bryan Castro, & 

Camaron Banno 

The 16 contestants in the Mr. SHS pageant. 

John Hudkins   Dalton Gammage       Max Sinyard   Jarett Cox         Camaron Banno         Tanner Woodell, with Karlie  

                                                                      Helmick and Aariyah Brooks 



 

 

 
  

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

   
Date Opponent Sr. Boys Sr. Girls Jr. Boys Jr. Girls 

11/5 Horatio (W) 67-53    

11/13 Foreman  (W) 59-31   

11/27 Harmony Grove (L) 71-74 (W) 45-34   

11/29 Woodlawn (L) 78-94 (W) 47-39 (L) 30-60  

12/3 Bearden (L) 51-79 (W) 74-48   

12/4 Fordyce (L) 42-56 (W) 55-29 (L) 11-53  

12/12 Pleasant Grove  (T) 50-50  (W) 26-18 

12/14 Hampton (L) 42-75 (W) 44-23 (L) 16-50  

12/18 Lafayette County (L) 26-60 (W) 60-34  (W) 27-17 

12/21 Parkers Chapel (L) 43-57 (W) 41-26  (W) 40-33 

1/8 Junction City (L) 36-65 (L) 61-65 (L) 12-44 (W) 32-13 

1/11 Harmony Grove (W) 81-78 (W) 51-33   

1/18 Fordyce (L) 44-65 (W) 50-42   

1/22 Bearden (L) 55-65 (W) 60-38   

1/24 Woodlawn (L) 60-68 (W) 55-41  (W) 39-29 

1/29 Hampton (L) 58-69 (W) 57-51  (W) 44-21 

1/31 Bradley (L) 41-46 (W) 27-52   

2/1 Lafayette County (L) 49-64 (W) 53-37  (W) 48-29 

2/5 Parkers Chapel (L) 57-58 (W) 48-28   

2/8 Junction City (L) 63-73 (L) 56-59   

Sr. Boys play against Parkers Chapel. Pictured are Drake Kidd, Colby Light, Hays 

Martin, Juan Navarro, and Brady Whatley 

Photo by: Ariana Villagomez 

Regular Game Scores 

Sr. Girls play against Parkers Chapel. Pictured are Grace Franks, Marta Gomez, 

Jada Quillin, Katie Rivera, and Bruna Saldanha. 

Photo by Ariana Villagomez 

Spring Hill vs Parkers Chapel 2/5/19 
Article by Dawson Calhoun 

 

The Spring Hill Bears and Lady 
Bears hosted the Parkers Chapel Trojans 
at the Spring Hill gymnasium on February 
5, 2019. The following senior athletes were 
honored before the game: Katie Rivera, 
Grace Franks, Marta Gomez, Bruna 
Saldanha, Manager Alana King, Juan 
Navarro, Drake Kidd, and Hays Martin.  

The Sr. Girls started senior night off 
by leading the Lady Trojans 11-6 at the end 
of the 1st quarter. The Lady Bears got hot 
in the 2nd quarter, outscoring the Lady 
Trojans by 13 points and going into halftime 
with a score of 24-11. Coming out of 
halftime, the Lady Bears stayed hot and 
held the Lady Trojans to only 6 points in the 
3rd quarter with a score of 39-17. During 
the 4th quarter, the Lady Bears added 9 
more points to beat the Lady Trojans with a 
final score of 48-28. The leading scorer for 
the game was Katie Rivera with 17 points. 
She was followed by Marta Gomez 
powering in 11 points, and Paige Runion 
right behind her with 8 points.  

The Sr. Boys’ game had a slow 
start. The Trojans come out ready and took 
a 10-15 lead by the end of the 1st quarter. 
The Bears fought for most of the 2nd 
quarter, but the Trojans stayed up by 5 
going into halftime with a score of 24-29. 
Coming out of halftime, the Bears locked 
down the Trojans and tied the game by the 
end of the 3rd quarter with a score of 41-
41. Throughout the 4th quarter, the Bears 
fought hard. With 6.8 seconds left in the 
game, the Bears got the ball. Colby Light 
passed to Hays Martin for the final shot. 
Hays Martin was fouled, and he made 2 out 
of 3 free throws. The Bears fell to the 
Trojans with a score of 57-58. The leading 
scorer of the game was Hays Martin, 
powering in with 33 points. Layne Anderson 
scored 10 points, and Drake Kidd was next 
with 5 points. 
            
 

 

Sports 

Spring Hill plays in the District Tournament 
Article by Dawson Calhoun 

 
The Sr. Girls and Boys headed to Fordyce to 

take part in the district tournament. The Bears played 
on February 11, 2019 against Camden Harmony 
Grove for the first round of district. The Bears fought 
hard but came up short against the Hornets for a final 
score of 49-69. The Lady Bears played on February 
14, 2019 against the Parkers Chapel Trojans. They 
pulled out another win with a final score of 45-32. On 
February 15, 2019, the Lady Bears moved on to play 
the Junction City Dragons. The Lady Bears won with a 
final score of 62-51 and became the District 8-2A 
champions. They will begin play in the Regional 
Tournament on February 20, 2019 against the Acorn 
Tigers.  

 



 

 

 

                 

  

 

 
 

 
 

 

A Few Words from our Senior Basketball Players 
All interviews and photos by: Sierra Britton 

 
 

 
“Playing basketball at SHHS has been a blessing, and I will 

forever hold that experience close to my heart.” -Grace Franks 
 

“It’s been fun and different, but in a good way. You have fun 

during practice. I’m so glad to join a team here.” 

-Marta Gomez 
 

“It’s been fun. I enjoyed hanging out with my teammates. It 

was good and exciting and has been a long ride.” -Drake Kidd 
 

“It’s been fun to have a group of girls to rely on and become 

closer to.” -Alana King 
 

“It’s been good and has been fun hanging with the guys, 

throwing up the llamas in the student sections.”-Hays Martin 
 

“First of all, it’s different if you compare it to Spain. You have to 

pay for practice after school. With all of my teammates, it’s 

pretty good.” -Juan Navarro 
 

“I love how I had a good experience the past three years. How 

the fans go everywhere, and you can hear them cheer. My 

favorite part is tournament time.” -Katie Rivera 
 

“I love how people on the team are fun and accepting. They are 

responsible with the sports and how they cheer and are 

emotionally attached to each other.” -Bruna Saldanha 
 



 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Friends from Faraway Lands 

A street in Bruges, Belgium 

 Belgium is a country known for its chocolate, 

waffles, fries, and beer. It is located in Western 

Europe, and has a population of more than 11.4 

million. Common ingredients in traditional Belgian 

cuisine include bread, potatoes, leeks, grey shrimp, 

and white asparagus. Most families include two 

children, and couples can marry in a civil or religious 

ceremony. About 65% of the people believe in God, 

and their main denomination is Catholicism. The 

main languages spoken are French, Dutch, and 

German. A handshake is the most common greeting. 

If the people meeting are friends, they give three 

kisses on the cheek, but men do not kiss each other. 

Belgium 

Every edition, we will feature 2 of the countries that the foreign exchange students at Spring Hill High 
School are from. This edition, we are taking a look at Belgium and Brazil. 

Ine Joke Meers 

 

Q: What are your favorite things about Belgium? 

A: I love the food and the architecture.  

 

Q: What would you like to tell others about Belgium? 

A: I would tell them to come visit! There are lots of 

different cultures and people there.  

  

Q: Why did you want to study in the US? 

A: I wanted to learn about new cultures, meet new 

people, and develop my own independence.  

  

Q: What has been the biggest culture shock/difference 

that you have had to get used to? 

A: The way students here don’t care about school a lot.  

  

Q: What has been your favorite part about being over 

here? 

A: I love my host family and my sister, Ariana!  

  

Q: How are the school systems here and in Belgium the 

same/different? 

A: The students here have a relationship with their 

teachers. In my country, the teachers do not have that. 

Also, the teachers are more easy-going here.  

  

Q: What do you do in your spare time, both here and in 

Belgium? 

A: I love to draw, go out with friends, and try new things! 

  

Q: What do you want to do after you finish school? 

A: I want to do something with mathematics or art.  

   

Q: What will you tell your family about your experiences 

in the US when you return home? 

A: I am going to tell them how different it was, and how 

you have that home-feeling. At first, I didn’t think I was 

going to like it, but you make friends so quick I don’t 

regret it.  

 

 

 
 

 

Ine Meers 

Photo by Ariana Villagomez 

Interview/Article by Ramsey Brown 

The flag of Belgium 



 

 
   
 

       

           
 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Brazil 

Brazil is a vast South America country which 

stretches from the Amazon Basin in the north to 

vineyards and the massive Iguaça Falls in the south. It 

is the 5th largest country in the world. The dominant 

religion in Brazil is Catholicism, and the official 

language is Portuguese. A typical meal in Brazil 

includes rice, beans, BBQ meats, salads, and a variety 

of traditional Latin foods. Most of the country is 

tropical. Men tend to wear short sleeves and khakis 

made of light materials, like linen or cotton. Women 

normally wear form fitting jeans that are embellished 

with sequins or beads and worn with t-shirts or 

halters.   

 

Bruna Migliorini Saldanha Mota Maria 

 

Q: What are your favorite things about Brazil? 

A: My favorite things about Brazil are the food, music, 

soccer, and people. 

 

Q: What would you like to tell others about Brazil? 

A: That we are happy people. Even with the problems that 

my country sometimes faces, we will always receive 

people well.  

  

Q: Why did you want to study in the US? 

A: Because I love this country, culture, and language.  

  

Q: What has been the biggest culture shock/difference that 

you have had to get used to? 

A: The school and the people. The things I do in my 

country, I had to change for this country. 

  

Q: What has been your favorite part about being over here? 

A: My host sister Ane, making friends, basketball, my host 

family, Christmas, and Arnetta.  

  

Q: How are the school systems here and in Brazil the 

same/different? 

A: It is so much different. In Brazil, I have classes every 

day until 6:00 pm, and Saturdays and Mondays, we have 

tests. 

  

Q: What do you do in your spare time, both here and in 

Brazil? 
A: On Saturdays, I go out with my friends, and, on 

Sundays, my family has a barbeque. 
  

Q: What do you want to do after you finish school? 

A: I want to go to college for medicine.  
   

Q: What will you tell your family about your experiences 

in the US when you return home? 

A: It was pretty hard in the beginning, and then, with Ane, 

everything got easier. I learned a lot of things, such as to 

be open minded and enjoy more of my time here. It was 

the best experience of my life, and I don’t want to go 

home.  

 

 

 

Cristo Redentor (Christ the Redeemer) statue in Rio de Janeiro, Brazil 

Bruna Saldanha 

Photo by Sierra Britton 

Interview/Article by Trenten Searcy 

The flag of Brazil 



 

Announcements 
02/20/2019 

 

 

02/21/2019 

03/01/2019 

03/07-09/2019 

03/11/2019 

03/11-15/2019 

03/15/2019 

 

03/18-22/2019 

03/31-04/02/2019 

04/09-12/2019 

04/16-18/2019 

04/19/2019 

04/23/2019 

05/05/2019 

05/06/2019 

05/10/2019 

05/13/2019 

05/15/2019 

05/16/2019 

05/27/2019 

05/29/2019 

06/08/2019 

07/13/2019 

All Juniors take February ACT 

School Dismisses at 2:00 p.m. 

The Lady Bears begin Regional Tournament play @ 4:00 p.m. in Junction City, AR. 

Farm Bureau is providing lunch for the FFA students in the Agriculture building. 

Deadline for SAU and UAM scholarship/admission applications 

SHHS FFA Rodeo 

Cheer Tryout meeting @ 3:15 

Book Fair @ high school library 

Cheer Tryouts 

End of 3rd quarter 

Spring Break 

FBLA State Conference 

ACT Aspire Testing @ high school 

ACT Aspire Testing @ elementary 

Good Friday (No School) 

LifeShare Blood Drive 

Baccalaureate 

AP Environmental Science Exam 

AP US History Exam 

Graduation 

AP English Language & Composition Exam 

AP World History Exam 

Memorial Day (No School) 

Last Day of School (End of 4th quarter) 

ACT Exam 

ACT Exam 

 

 


