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Mr. Waylon Lewallen 

Photo by: Sierra Britton 

Interview by Dawson Calhoun 

Mrs. Lori Chambless 

Photo by Sierra Britton 

Interview by Trenten Searcy 

Q: What’s your current position, and how long have you been in this 
position? 

A: Right now, I teach 10-12 grade history. I have done so for 13 years. 

 
Q: What is your first memory from school? 

A: Students making fun of my first name. 

 
Q: What would you say motivates you to do what you do? 

A: I want my students to know that history is important and to see how 

it all ties together.  
 

Q: What are you most excited or passionate about? 

A: I am passionate about my job.  
 

Q: What goals do you most want to accomplish in your work? 

A: I want to continually improve. 
 

Q: Where did you go to college?  

A: I attended the college at Hope for 2 years, then transferred to A & M 
Texarkana. 

 

Q: Did you have any key mentors or people who deeply influenced who 
you are? 

A: Two history teachers that I had in college. 

 
Q: Is there a quote or saying that you live your life by? 

A: “Those that don’t understand history are doomed to repeat it.” 
 

Q: Do you view your contributions as successful? 

A: Yes. I have two kids who can talk about history. I have students who 
are studying history in college. 

 

Q: Do any metaphors come to mind to describe the kind of work you 
do? 

A: I am the “lead history nerd.” 

 
Q: What would your students be surprised to find out about you? 

A: I considered going to law school. 

 
Q: What makes a “good day” at school? 

A: When my 6th period does what they are told to do. 

 
Q: What accomplishment fills you with pride? 

A: One of my former students is going to college to become a history 

teacher. 
 

Q: What inspires you? 

A: When someone tells me that I can’t do something. 
 

Q: How does technology make teaching more simple or difficult? 

A: It makes teaching simpler by opening students up to broader 
research options. The difficult side is trying to keep my students off of 

social media. 

 
Q: If you could pass on any wisdom to your students, what would you 

share? 
A: Enjoy the day. Don’t rush time. 
 

Q: What’s a school sport or activity you enjoy watching? 

A: Basketball 
Continued on page 2 

 

 

 

 Q: What’s your current position, and how long have you been in this 
position? 

A: I teach 10-12 grade mathematics, and I have been doing so for 30 

years. 
 

Q: What is your first memory from school? 

A: I remember my first grade teacher, Mrs. Turner. 
 

Q: What would you say motivates you to do what you do? 

A: The students motivate me, and I am excited about math. I like small 
schools because I went to one. I like to get to know everyone.  

 

Q: What are you most excited or passionate about? 
A: I am excited about Algebra.  

 

Q: What goals do you most want to accomplish in your work? 
A: I want to have my students ready for the ACT and college. 

 

Q: Where did you go to college?  
A: I went to college at SAU and Texas A&M. 

 

Q: Did you have any key mentors or people who deeply influenced who 
you are? 

A: My parents influenced me and a man by the name of Mr. Tucker 

helped me with math. 
 

Q: Do you view your contributions as successful? 

A: Yes. 
 

Q: Do any metaphors come to mind to describe the kind of work you do? 

A: Math Nerd 
 

Q: What would your students be surprised to find out about you? 

A: I could grab the rim when I was a senior in high school. 
 

Q: What makes a “good day” at school? 

A: When I feel like I have given a lesson that everyone understands. 
 

Q: What accomplishment fills you with pride? 

A: I am proud of the way my students have handled the word problems. 
 

Q: What inspires you? 

A: My family 
 

Q: How does technology make teaching more simple or difficult? 

A: It makes teaching simpler because it gives us so many tools that make 
things easier to do.  

 

Q: If you could pass on any wisdom to your students, what would you 
share? 

A: Trust in God and never give up on your dreams. 

 
Q: What’s a school sport or activity you enjoy watching? 

A: Basketball 
 

Q: What would your last meal be? 

A: A filet mignon with a sweet potato, a garden salad, and a big piece of 
chocolate cake with ice cream. 

 
Continued on page 2 

 

 



 

           

  

Q: How do you spend your summer breaks? 
A: I spend time grading the AP test and taking road trip to various historical 

places. 

 
Q: What would your last meal be? 

A: Zaxby’s and a half gallon of Blue Bell’s cookies and cream ice cream. 

 

Q: If you won the lottery and decided to give up teaching, what would you do 

instead? 

A: I would open my own multi-purpose gym and take more road trips. 
 

Q: If you could take your students on a field trip to anywhere in the world, where 

would you take them? 
A: I would take them to Washington D.C. 

 

Q: If you were to be given a superlative when you were in school, what would it 
have been? 

A: “Band Nerd” 

 
Q: How do you hope students will remember you and your class? 

A: I hope they remember my class as a fun class but that I also wanted them to 

learn. 
 

Q: How long would you survive a zombie apocalypse? 

A: If could make through the first month, I could survive for a long time. 
 

Q: What song do you know all the lyrics to? 
A: “Lies of the Beautiful People” by Sixx: A.M. 

 

Q: What’s next for you in your work? What are you looking forward to? 

A: I’ll just have to wait and see what it holds. I live day by day. 

 

 

Q: If you won the lottery and decided to give up teaching, what would you do 

instead? 
A: Travel the world 

 

Q: If you could take your students on a field trip to anywhere in the world, where 
would you take them? 

A: I would take my students to Africa. 

 
Q: If you were to be given a superlative when you were in school, what would it 

have been? 

A: “Good at Basketball” 
 

Q: How do you hope students will remember you and your class? 
A: I hope they remember me as being caring, fair and fun. 

 

Q: How long would you survive a zombie apocalypse? 
A: I would survive less than 30 minutes. 

 

Q: If you could grow up in any decade, which would you choose? 
A: I would choose the 1960s. 

 

Q: What are your must have smartphone apps? 
A: Facebook, Instagram, and a weather app. 

 

 

Beta and NHS Host Brunch 
 
Article by: Ramsey Brown 

Wednesday, January 30th, the Spring Hill 

High School BETA Club and National Honor 

Society (NHS) hosted the annual Chamber of 

Commerce Coffee Brunch. This is a chance for 

business people to eat and mingle, conducting 

business and engaging in conversation. Lori 

Chambless and her students in BETA Club and 

NHS collected an assortment of goodies to feed the 

attendees. During the brunch, Ramsey Brown, 

BETA Club president, and Kayelen Marlar, vice 

president, presented the requirements to qualify for 

the organizations and talked about how they assist 

in the Hope/Spring Hill community. There was lots 

of food and conversation for all to enjoy. 

 

 

 

Frogs in Mrs. Guercio’s Class 

Bruna Saldanha & Ane Manzanedo 
Photo by: Ariana Villagomaez 

 Friday, January 18th, the students in 
Mrs. Guercio’s Anatomy & Physiology Class 
dissected frogs. Of the task, Ane Manzanedo, 
a foreign exchange student from Spain, said 
“It was cool. I had never done it before.” 

Spring Hill Students Take 
Part in Spelling Bees 

 
Article by: Garren Woodell 

 4th - 8th grade students from Spring Hill 
schools recently took part in 2 spelling bees, a 
school spelling bee and the Hempstead County 
Spelling Bee. The first and second place winners 
from the school spelling bee went on to the 
Hempstead County Spelling Bee, which took 
place at the Southwest Arkansas Cooperative in 
Hope, AR. The school spelling bee winners were: 
4th grade - 1st place Aidan Chambless & 2nd place 
Trevor Gibson; 5th grade - 1st place Ava 
McBrayer & 2nd place America Jimenez; 6th 
grade - 1st place Clay Yocom & 2nd place Scarlet 
Clark; 7th grade - 1st place Jarett Cox & 2nd place 
Max Sinyard; 8th grade - 1st place Isabella 
Lewallen & 2nd place Madison Rogers. Several of 
these students placed in the Hempstead County 
bee, as well. Trevor Gibson placed 2nd in the 4th 
grade. Clay Yocom placed 3rd in the 6th grade. 
Jarett Cox placed 1st in the 7th grade. For 8th 
grade, Isabella Lewallen placed 2nd, and Madison 
Rogers placed 3rd.  

Several Spring Hill students placed in the Hempstead County Spelling Bee. 

Pictured L-R: Isabella Lewallen, Jarett Cox, Clay Yocom, and Trevor Gibson. 

Not pictured: Madison Rogers 

Photo by: Sierra Britton 



 

 

 

 

  
 

 

 

   
Date Opponent Sr. Boys Sr. Girls Jr. Boys Jr. Girls 

11/5 Horatio (W) 67-53    

11/13 Foreman  (W) 59-31   

11/27 Harmony Grove (L) 71-74 (W) 45-34   

11/29 Woodlawn (L) 78-94 (W) 47-39 (L) 30-60  

12/3 Bearden (L) 51-79 (W) 74-48   

12/4 Fordyce (L) 42-56 (W) 55-29 (L) 11-53  

12/12 Pleasant Grove  (T) 50-50  (W) 26-18 

12/14 Hampton (L) 42-75 (W) 44-23 (L) 16-50  

12/18 Lafayette County (L) 26-60 (W) 60-34  (W) 27-17 

12/21 Parkers Chapel (L) 43-57 (W) 41-26  (W) 40-33 

1/8 Junction City (L) 36-65 (L) 61-65 (L) 12-44 (W) 32-13 

1/11 Harmony Grove (W) 81-78 (W) 51-33   

1/18 Fordyce (L) 44-65 (W) 50-42   

1/22 Bearden (L) 55-65 (W) 60-38   

1/24 Woodlawn (L) 60-68 (W) 55-41  (W) 39-29 

1/29 Hampton (L) 58-69 (W) 57-51  (W) 44-21 

1/31 Bradley (L) 41-46 (W) 27-52   

2/1 Lafayette County (L) 49-64 (W) 53-37  (W) 48-29 

2/5 Parkers Chapel     

2/8 Junction City     

 

SPORTS 

Layne Anderson plays in the January 24th game against 

Woodlawn. Also pictured are Matthew Bruce, Trenten Searcy, 
Drake Kidd, and Juan Navarro. 

Photo by: Ariana Villagomez 

Game Scores 

 
Katie Rivera attempts a free throw in the January 31st game 

against Bradley. Also pictured are Marta Gomez and Jade Neal 

Photo by: Sierra Britton 

Spring Hill vs. Woodlawn 1/24/2019 
Article by: Justin Lecher 

Spring Hill played Woodlawn on January 24, 2019. 

The Sr. Boys game ended in a loss with a final score of 60-68. 

Spring Hill was down 4-0 at the start of the game and held the 

lead until there were only three minutes left in the game. It was 

18-12 at the end of the first quarter, 36-32 going into halftime, 

and 50-40 at the end of the third quarter. However, Spring Hill 

was outscored by eight in the fourth quarter. Individual scorers 

were: Hayes Martin - 29 points; Colby Light - 12 points; Brady 

Whatley - 10 points; Bradey Powell - 3 points; Drake Kidd - 2 

points; Layne Anderson - 2 points, and Matthew Bruce - 2 

points. On a high note, the Sr. Boys were able to hold 

Woodlawn below their season average in three point shots, 

after Woodlawn scored 14 three pointers in the first match-up 

they played this season. 

The Spring Hill Sr. Girls gained another win against 

Woodlawn with a final score of 55-41. The girls went into 

halftime with a score of 20-12. Katy Rivera led the team in 

scoring with 20 points and Kaylee Brooks came in second with 

10 points. The Spring Hill Jr. Girls team rounded out the 

evening with a winning score of 39-29. 

 

Spring Hill vs. Lafayette County 2/1/2019 
Article by: Dawson Calhoun 

The Spring Hill Bears played the Lafayette County 

Cougars on February 1, 2019. The first game of the evening 

was the Jr. Girls, who lead for most of the game. The Cougars 

tried to fight their way back into it, but the Jr. Lady Bears held 

strong to gain a victory with a score of 48-29. Camryn Dickson 

lead scoring with 14 points. Erin McMaster scored 11 points, 

and Libby Flowers and Blakelee Adams both scored 8 points.  

The Sr. Girls have been red hot on their home court 

this season. The Sr. Lady Bears lead the whole game and never 

looked back, finishing with a winning score of 53-37.  

The final game of the night was the Sr. Boys. The 

Bears fought hard during the entire game, but were behind the 

Cougars coming out of halftime. The Bears tried to fight their 

way back into the game, but the Cougars outscored the Bears 

during the fourth quarter. In the end, The Bears picked up a 

loss with a final score of 64-49. Brady Whatley lead scoring 

with 10 points. Colby Light scored 8 points, and Bradey Powell 

was right behind him with 7 points. 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

Friends from Faraway Lands 

Ariana Villagomez and Brad Guevara are both from Ecuador. 

Photo by: Julia Mendez 

Interviews/Article by: Ariana Villagomez 

A giant tortoise rests on a beach on the Galapagos Islands in 

Ecuador. 

 Ecuador has a tremendous cultural diversity 

stemming from a mix of indigenous practices and 

European colonial influence. It straddles the equator 

in South America and has four distinct geographical 

regions: the Pacific coast, the Andes Mountains, the 

Amazon Jungle, and the Galapagos Islands. Each has 

their own land and weather conditions. The official 

language of Ecuador is Spanish, and the predominant 

religion is Catholicism. Typical meals vary by region. 

However, rice is a staple part of the Ecuadorian diet, 

and soups and stews are very popular.  

Ecuador 

Every edition, we will feature 2 of the countries that the foreign exchange students at Spring Hill High 
School are from. This edition, we are taking a look at Ecuador and Indonesia. 

Ariana Patricia Villagomez Recalde 

 
Q: What are your favorite things about Ecuador? 
A: My favorite thing is our traditional meals every holiday and the mountains 

around us, because we have pretty landscapes. 

 
Q: What would you like to tell others about Ecuador? 

A: My country is divided in four regions where you can find beautiful beaches, 

mountain ranges, a big amazon (jungle), and incredible islands. Ecuador is 
located in the equator. 

  

Q: Why did you want to study in the US? 
A: The United States is a big and powerful country. I wanted to improve my 

English. I also wanted to live an amazing experience and learn about a new 

culture with new people, that would get out of my comfort zone. 
  

Q: What has been the biggest culture shock/difference that you have had to get 

used to? 

A: Here, I need someone else to take me wherever I want to go, because there 

are not buses or taxis to ride in.  

  
Q: What has been your favorite part about being over here? 

A: My favorite part has been meeting new amazing people and going to new 

places. 
  

Q: How are the school systems here and in Ecuador the same/different? 
A: It is completely different. In Ecuador, my school day is from 7 o’clock to 

1:15pm. I get all my classes in the same room with the same classmates, and 

the teaches switch between their classes. We do not have clubs. 
  

Q: What do you do in your spare time, both here and in Ecuador? 

A: Here I go to watch the school’s games and spend time with my family. In 
Ecuador, I hang out with my friends, and I do all my stuff by myself. 

  

Q: What do you want to do after you finish school? 
A: I will go to college in Ecuador. 

   

Q: What will you tell your family about your experiences in the US when you 
return home? 

A: I will tell them it has been a nice and amazing experience where I learned 

about American culture and how the people in America think so differently 

than in Ecuador. This experience helped me to be thankful for my parents and 

all that they do for me. 

 

 
 

Brad Ryan Guevara Pinos 
 
Q: What are your favorite things about Ecuador? 

A: I like the diversity and the different kinds of people there. I love a lot of 

tourist places, such as “Baños de Agua Santa” and “Montañita.” 
 

Q: What would you like to tell others about Ecuador? 

A: I love the United States, but it does not compare with my Amazonian 
Ecuador. We have a big jungle and natural space. We do not have Walmart in 

Ecuador. Here the technology is more advanced. 

  
Q: Why did you want to study in the US? 

A: I wanted to be independent. I also wanted to learn English and go to new 
places. 

  

Q: What has been the biggest culture shock/difference that you have had to get 
used to? 

A: The biggest culture shock for me in America is how you must always be 

respectful when you answer someone. For example, “yes/no ma’am” or “yes/no 
sir”. 

  

Q: What has been your favorite part about being over here? 
A: My favorite part is going to Walmart because in my country we do not have 

any. I think is so comfortable to go there because you can find everything. 

  
Q: How are the school systems here and in Ecuador the same/different? 

A: It is really different. We do not have any Chromebooks. In Ecuador, the 

teachers switch between their classes. 
  

Q: What do you do in your spare time, both here and in Ecuador? 

A: Usually, I do Facetime with my parents. I also search stuff on the Amazon 
app, but I never buy it.  

  

Q: What do you want to do after you finish school? 
A: I want to go to college, but not in Ecuador. I want to make my life here with a 

nice girlfriend and lots of money. 

   
Q: What will you tell your family about your experiences in the US when you 

return home? 

A: I will tell them that everything is so different and cool, and I lived the best 
vacation that I have ever had before. I will recommend for my family to go to 

visit the United States.  

 
 

 
 

The Ecuadorian Flag  



 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 

 
 

 

 

Indonesia 

Indonesia is a country in Southeast Asia, 

between the Indian and Pacific oceans. It is the 

world's largest island country, with more than 

seventeen thousand islands, and at 1,904,569 square 

kilometers (735,358 square miles), the 14th largest by 

land area and the 7th largest in combined sea and land 

area. With over 261 million people, it is the world's 

4th most populous country as well as the most 

populous Muslim-majority country. Located between 

the continent of Asia and the continent of Australia, 

Indonesia has abundant natural resources and tourism 

objects. As a maritime country, fishery and 

agriculture are the main livelihood for society. 

 

Muhammad Athallah 
 

Q: What are your favorite things about Indonesia? 
A: My favorite things are spicy food that is actually very spicy for Americans 

and creative people who you can meet everywhere. 

 
Q: What would you like to tell others about Indonesia? 

A: Indonesia has a lot of friendly and helpful people, a cheaper cost of living 

compared to the United States, a lot of unique food, and a lot of tourist 
destinations. Indonesia is also the 14th largest nation in the world, and the 1st 

largest Muslim population in the world. Indonesia has modern cities that look 

like New York or San Francisco, but also has small cities that have beautiful 
landscapes that look like Hawaii. 

 

Q: Why did you want to study in the US? 
A: Because I want to expand my knowledge about the world, learn other cultures, 

and share the differences that I experience. 

 
Q: What has been the biggest culture shock/difference that you have had to get 

used to? 

A: The biggest culture shock that I ever had is how Americans describe the term 
“friend” different than my country. We call people a “friend” when we have 

small talk with the person or we meet the person frequently. We also have a 

special term that has a close meaning to “close friend” that people have a 
different understanding of. 

 

Q: What has been your favorite part about being over here? 
A: I love how people are open-minded about other people. People don’t seem to 

be involved with other people’s lives, while people most likely want to be 

involved in another’s life in my country. It’s actually different, because it’s the 
way we show our kindness. I don’t mind that, but sometimes people can be 

irritating. 

 
Q: How are the school systems here and in Indonesia the same/different? 

A: It is completely different. We have two types of school (public and private), 

each of which also has two types (regular and boarding). We also have 
specialized school for smart people, which allows you to take middle school or 

high school for two years (instead of three years). We have three different 

uniforms (one uniform for two days) and one special uniform that we use for 
special events. We are not allowed to take dual enrollment, cannot choose our 

subjects (except extracurricular), and need to study 20 subjects for every term 
(with a different schedule every day). We can choose our major for the 

specialized subjects. There are four majors that you can choose; mathematics and 

science, social science, languages and literature, and religion. We go to school 
from Monday to Saturday, 7.15 a.m. to 4.00 p.m. My school, which is a public 

boarding school, has night school session from Sunday to Friday, 8.00 p.m. to 

8.30 p.m. Our high school rules are stricter than Spring Hill rules; we are not 
allowed to have long hair, we are not allowed to hang out with students that are a 

different gender, etc. Overall, it’s very different. 

 
Q: What do you do in your spare time, both here and in Indonesia? 

A: I like to learn new things, either from the Internet or by going outside when I 

get bored. I also like to read books and discuss things with another person. 
 

Q: What do you want to do after you finish school? 

A: I want to go to college to pursue my bachelor’s degree in computer science. I 
want to be a programmer, software developer or lecturer in the future. I also want 

to go to foreign countries to learn about different cultures. 

 
Q: What will you tell your family about your experiences in the U. S. when you 

return home? 

A: I will tell them that the U. S. is not as bad as they think. They used to think 
that the U. S. is the one that appears on the TV. Then, I will also tell them how 

there are differences about being parents. Parents treat their kids differently, and I 

am lucky to feel it as I live with my host family. Last thing, I will tell anyone that 
wants to ask about my cultural experience that it is not good or bad. It is just 

different. 

 

 

The Indonesian Flag 

Muhammad Athallah 

Photo by: Ariana Villagomez 

Interview/Article by: Muhammad Athallah 



 

Announcements 

02-08-2019  Mr. SHS Pageant Forms Due to Mrs. VanNorman 

 Valentine’s Day Chocolate Covered Strawberries 
Forms Due to Mrs. VanNorman 

02-12-2019  Cheer Tryout Packets Due, available for pickup 
in the front office.  

 Brooke Howard Kindness Event Tickets Due and 
being sold in the front office for $5.00 

02-09-2019 
02-20-2019 

 ACT Exam 

 All Juniors take ACT Exam  
03-16-2019 
04-13-2019 

 Cheer Tryouts 

 ACT Exam 
04-23-2019 
05-06-2019 

 LifeShare Blood Drive 

 AP Environmental Science Exam 
05-10-2019 
05-15-2019 

 AP US History Exam 

 AP English Language & Composition Exam 
05-16-2019 
06-08-2019 
07-13-2019 

 AP World History Exam 

 ACT Exam 

 ACT Exam 
 

FBLA Candy Grams Selling now 
$1.00 each and will include a sucker and a personalized message 

 


